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cani.r d ataa '0 ln Mannhdre
titub d h tundz tlta-ndrn^

B.ELIGIOUS AND NATIONAI IDEMITY AMONG THE BALXAN
MUSnMS : A COMPARATI\ts STtr'DY ON GREECE, BUIGARIA,

MACEDONIA AND KOSOVO'

Today two intemingled concep$ haunt tne Baltans: ..ligion and
.dtionllisn.I will liK anehlt a thorcri.il approach ro theserro oncept

How*er, in connd& dh bai! hitorical conflid beiween religion
ud nationalism, onc cb detat a nunbd of cass in lhhh rcligion and

In rhs onrext ol lne hhrory of **Ern Europe, narionalism h a
cohsion idslogy rhat chronologi.ally cane ,fter thc religion dd tlercforc
fought ft o take ia place, Uilike d. id{loly of4ligion wid codespondod
to Feudalhm eith "God s is focus of socieial loyalry, rhe idFlogy of
Mtionalhn cor*ponden to Crpitalisn witl mrion at thh focus. nrc
mtagonisn *s obvious irdeed and thc F ench Rsvolution ol 1789
onfiscated de church popeny, Napoluon subdued lhe Church lo lhe state
and anticlericd hss in Fradce follorell oie anorber *ell unt tne bdginning

Ituereningly, ln. Xemalisr .dionalism rhd tnlLowed rheWsteB and,
in panicuhr, ine French n del rtdu.cd onhodor lslam (i,e., organized
oificirl religion) to lne level of a genesl diredoratE of rhe government
machitr*y dd closed dd bann.! thc iniitutio.s of heierodox k1d (i.e.
religion d undesrood md pradised b! rhe p€ph) such d rr&tzr md
.ari.r. Mormver, Kemint nalionalnm iotrEht thn trd asain$ r.li8ion in a
social m€lium in@opdably l6s onveni.nt than de one in 1789 bod in
lems of node ofprodudion md pople s loyahy to religion.

rh. oirdrt!*joi Ly dssizd by cERr or Pdis rd



nationalism n&ry. religion
16r. The main on6 ce be

supponing nadonalhn or the nriional idmtiry

L When thse is r third ohBbn idalogy thd ihrar.N boih (a

2. In cae ol dp qitsce ol tne Chosen Poole' conep! a in

me EmpiE before I poe

t. RlsiNhich in pr

c6e olJe*s and even arabsi

3. Who tne elemena makirg a narion (mg!age, nalional D
ac.) sre rak, in rhich 6e relieion plays thd role of social pane ro

,1. Emergenct situarions like war:

5. When 6ere is r'Ndional Church r

6. In c6s *here nle religion of de doninant nation is
dlal of ine doninared one, tne .eligion of ihe laner supDons iis
it\ lational identity ar lst.

Tnis ld cde is de one I ll ty ro dkcus here in lhe o

I said roday bui one nus begin by noting 0tt $h lheno

epfldenco prccs sa onn

2. Albmias, who woi
we loown for rheir n

3, Tte BosDia6, who
led b ale np tne 'm rl
lr, *ere aho Muslim. Th

nodrng new. On ftelonu"ry. i q.. very turmu in$.Ommd

Tbe Or.onm nillef sy$en asigned lcgal
Muslin nboriri4 in a mmner unknown even to'lay.I!
or ,rldrr had tne autioriry b ruie deir communnies, to
Royal Coun, od to olledtd6.

In $e beginnine ot l9tlr lenrury, L\e Ba k/n bourgsisi
$roq enoqh ro aGmpr ro draw rheir o*n tedtorial boundanA.
i'16 of lfie French R*olution rea.hed tn. area d tnh oeriod. inis
atready had a strcn8 rdmp{a.d : Tlle Oinodox Church*. The '

Oniodor .hu!ch6 h.d main,ine,l -hei powe' JIng de Otu
lh&k to rbe rcle Nsigr€d @ 6em in lhe riler sy*m and b
one suppoicr of lhe nalionalist movements lhar bec6 und6
Bpdially Rusid infllence, This ws how ,ll the Balkd popl6
auionomy o. indepsddce from $e Otromm Empne berren 1820



Aft{ lnis thsreticnl introdtrction, I should note sone stsiking
Mpl6 oi lhe inte!&lion ber*een reli8ion and 0ationalism in l]le sa of
oms Frti'e befr'e I Dro.e€! h dFtu conFmpoid'\ devdoDmen6

L Ru$ia which in practice wd de nost infruontial country in rhx
epddencc proc*s w6 ordonox a mon of $e Balkan pepla,

2. Albanims, whd won &ek independence s lale 5 1912 airhou8h
sere known for thci. naiional(tic hehavior, wcrE Muslim like fie

3. Tlle Bosnians, rho *erc more Tu.kish
red to tate up tne dm again$ lhe iilideLi
It, were aho Muslia. There had tcver been

4. To cire m sxample froD ihe eanern pM of rhe Empne: Ine
io D6ple wd crllen by rhe Oironzns Milleti Sddtkt ll-t'e layal
uniry) sinca lhey caused no problem whaco.vc! u.ril thc mtionalist
in 6td! Anatolia took up the arms as l e a in 1394 dd under
'n0u.bce Thse nauon l l .L  d , , i ' f  qde .o ,e ly  CreSo an.  ie .

ox Almsia6 who were Carholis or Prctstant did nol develo! dY
isn, nor did lney l€ht ag.in$ rhe Onoman in rhc mnk of Ru$tan

ir rhc Fi.s world wd. It is aho interesing ro remobs that Catholic
6lmt Amenim were not included inlre l9l5 depotuiion oldered by

gldce d rhis intermingled relarionship bdwet
rd nationalism in rhe history of the Balkans, pe cd

\l II|d/r. Dai . F,rrrd. rcor, p.



CREECE

Theonly iz.bl. m'no'ir] ol6'ese I've i1w6km Tnrd(.. close

usually sp4L a diated of I
heuagei lhcy de a Turkified

Pomaks tre dercd I\
l*n Tlrkish 6 lhcy go ro

As iior tie qustion
Turts hare always aimcd ar I
of Mslin religion' dn rhr
ndionrlislic ddtu so ld. sur
One rson for tnh is rhar Grt
side of d& fronricr. On lne (
Trkish idcntiry a shown in
political panis, and jn E
wha60ev{ in thh narter seer

the Tuikish bo.de.. I will nor discDs the onnic6 b@@n Cree
Tur*ey about this dinority. Ho*eve., I would li&e to undsline dal s
Gr@e calh ir 'Muslim minority , Turkey identifia ii a Tlrkkh minori
Before goiq i o my sociolqi€l co$idsrarioN, I Dus poinl oDt oat
counnig &e legnny right i

l. GEse is right, because Adicle 15 nl the baanne
of 24 July 1923 protsting the right ol this minorny identins
Mr.orrq . (rn dn ftaly, taFMld,r^ is rhe term used to
minoritis b be proledal in Tu!key.) It is also a fad tl'at lne minority is
solely made up ofTlrks only.

2. Turkey is right, h*Nse ile Canvtuian anl Pdocal a
E\chanqe oJ Crcek adn Trtdsh Paprlrronr of 30 Janudy 1923 rhd resul
rhe compulsory exchange of rhe said minoliti6 in tnac 1*o ounhis
dbw€i np *itoce of.Apeclive ninoities in Istbbul dd wdrern

The nost difficult c es de thosc where
Tlersfole, se bettq l€vo discussing rhc legal rtuarion
dis identity problem sociologicdly. I will nd tnrcr
composnior of the W6tcm TnEe ninorily od tnen
Turkish d.nbe* of tnis ninorny identify ineffelves.

Ttis sitoation k lery
outnunbered rhe toral of all
Thr.ce w4 leii io 6reee in
not b@n lo4 since it *m set
i.e., t}�,e 'nilla i hakin (tu\
Cr.k {c Christians, is., ih
ds sjnce lha beginn:n8 of !
Grek ofiicials in @1y 70s ln

s in rne semirnom ! c

(,rarlk), nata menrion of ^nrlr' and nor ol Muslins". Morover,
ofilcial lrdrli documens in French delivered at me peiiod ide i!
ktmbul minoit d ^Grek Dd rhe W*tern Thrace minorny s 'Turt'

r{m .lso lsed by all crect govemmenls unil rhe.o{' d?dr of 1967 ir

clains of Gr@q Anong approxim{ely 120,000 Muslim sone 30.
Pomak, sohe 5000 ac ClTsy, de r*t being Turkish.

Tne ednic coq)osition of rhe minority s@ms ro suppod the

Pomah d. asidered to be df Bulgrian d6ce by Bulg ), MBtt  trcnha t4 a. t
Greet dacmt by Gr@q ed of Turkish d6e by Tulkey. Durch s
Fred de jong, eell *norn for his works on Wsrem ft$€, idenri
Pomah 6 '...a p6ple ehose ethnic origins de nol knoqn pr*isel



Pomals are devout Muslims: lhey live in mountainous .cgiots md
Itrn Turkish 6 dey go to shool r.d eiablnh lontacts wid $e Tu*s.

As for &e qucdn,n of selaide ifi.{ion amore lhe ninoity. &e
Turk have always aifred at livin8 s Crelk citiz.ns df lurkish dq\cont ,nd
of Mudim rcligion on then htrLl\ a l did for dcvcLop so lir any
Eiionalistic claims so far. such as annexdi,'n ol Warern Tlrra.e 1o T rkcy
One.ason lor rhis hdat GreEre is e.0nomilally aher{ plarethmiheo$er
i d  . . l l 1e  1on , t r r .  On  u .  . . e .  . j J  .  . n r  . , .  gL l  e  ph " , i , e  rhe .
urk(h iden y d shown in $en dE$es. vindus ̂ $cianons. chrbs. dd
lnhal panis, ud in nany odier {ays To nake any don!.*(rn
al5,ie!s in $i\ mdrerseems rc bc,!rr I rtu6r n 6 rdr<m.

This situdion h very naturd n)r a numher ofreNd6. The Turlis had
umbered te total of rl oder narioi.liri* in rhc reeion when w*rem

race *ac Ieft to Greee in 1920i the r.gion is at thc Turki\[ bordcri it has
been long sinccit w6 separ4dn fron Turkey;rlrh.onmu0ry is MusliE,

. ,  r h !  a r l , . - ,  r r& " r "  o \n f lCn  . . on i r r '  | $  oh  -dn  
JJ r ' ( h i i r

Ls eeChrisrians, i.e.. tne nilltti nuhdt-tih. (domi.ared mtio'ality)l
since the hegiMing ol rhh idenriry arsument bet*een rxe mimirty and
k offr.iah in arly 70s the nrrtr (who hrve always had tcmpo.alpowers
in lhe sesi-thsrarjc Grees) are m nore religious lelde( dnly bur

a diale.i ol Bulgarian laneuage, and Turlish s r se.ond
&c a Turkified Muslim fertle 2

-o'1al fid I- ide 'ify rcm:e re
lne r&r sd rh! on .u'r \h m.m\d . rh" n:no'ir'. Porr*.
identiry rhenselv* evetr mrre lrongly d Turks. as sbown by

nithltinn Bdr Tn]ts erutu lt]]6 \\6t n
l,2nl!,1., AdrB, Bls Yryme Lso .

rhnce auslon in rurcoaek



t. Eduoiion : Pon.ts &e very smsitive on rhe issue of educdion in
Tur*jsh. Although tney sper* Pomak langlage at homs, ir k very impotul
io! Lhem thar d.n children a$end Turkish mi@rity schools. Since @lt
1970\, Gr€* aDtholnie have givm scholdships 6 Poma* youngsters who

l� Ii 66 rh6e a dC
nic bdic neads of psple, ihe
ir slrong r€ction. This redio

jdiM of ihe id6 dsr rhe id
iee fo' opposiE idologiA :
*j!h cnira of Kurdbh orit

c.nnor hnd job! 'n rhei' hommcnc'o Co and !tudJ d rhe Salonili Ac"dd
of Pedagogy (founded in 1966). The Pomal tachem educared de.e
rppoiD'ei rolhe ahon4 \hoo[ in thetr homdowtu and dey de reqitred
rdh 'n  C 'e l  f t  r  p rs \  do  n . r  J l . *  $ .  J  i l J ' .n  r '  a  r .nd  {u .  h .ch
thd close down beaNe of rhc boycons. Thc Pomak minority ha sevq
reacted again$ tijs policy. For instmce, in 1972, de Ponak women of
villaee of Galini (Yalanca) adalked rhe gendarms *ho pur down
signbodd of tle village school reading n/lM Minoriry School bd
replacen it wi$ rhe ons r4ding Mlrlir Minoriry Sshool'. Thse boy
coniinued inreminendy rhroughort lne 1930s and 9tu. md even ar rhe tiG
my tDslating dis dicle inb English (April l9qa).

l .  M inur i l t  o ry rn i , , r ion  4 ln  ,  Lng i rugg l (  . - r  la7 l ,
ihre. mdin org"niarion: orrhe minorir) "ere hanned bt rhe coun In I

This o*hdisn of 'lh€

Pomals (md also Gypsie
irioc of pole(y in n

ln slch mrditions, lnr
cefully wnvened grard
oidaN intcrprd lne Pon
pi4e md of pulting cos

on the grcundi l}d de) mau 'd de !o'd 'T. li.h indei' nama.
'they werenorTurkish, Atlne following mAsdemonsirationson 29 J

en Chrisrib rina. Funho

1933 la.gd panicipalion cme lrcm rhe Pomak living in lhe rc
mounrainous @8ion, I dight be inslrudive ro nore dar Musrafa
Etrendi (1901 1990), lhc mufti of xanrhy (turkish name: hkae) who
de symliol of rhis minority\ stdggk for identny, *4 a Pomrx rho
nor spsk Turkkh fluently

Gypsiq, on rhe orh{
matter. Inde4d, Phen 3 false
in an an ck of fanatic Cree*
ihe wost nghts mok plae
(rur*kh nme: Giim:lcijne).

bed, ee even more radkal rhm Pomats
neqs brcadcar by a 6rek local radio

in Kallha ,. Gyps) quadd of
sroups asainst ft. minoriry on ,19 lanuat

J, S€lf.ldorili@tion : To calla ClTsy Cjpsy is raken d
id werh Th'ace Wlr i. mo'e inrd$r,ng .. thr Pomal5 J,o rate
insult when they de called 'Pomal". Since lne Ouoman tim6 dt
have alwars coNidered Muslim coGciousnss and Turkish @
idedical, ihcy ideniified thetrelves as 'Turkish, and $dred to be

There is nore dan one r6onforthis interBrins siludion:



L In c66 wheie a rigid md repr*sive idslogy is unable ro saisry
Ihe bsic ne€ds of pople, the co inual idological bombaldmed mry r6ul1
in strong rdction. nris redion may vry non idtulo8hal aFthy b 4tive

ietion of Llre id6 lhat tne idolo3y inrends to injed. h nay ako hdten de
a\e ro' ofp.( 'e ioslogra. fth .: me .hd'u- dp.'hn.ed in Tu'*ey by
urkish citizeB ofKudish oligin.

This mahmjsD of'de nqative nradion ofid@logy
r Pomars Gnd also Crpsi6) in Wq{ern Thra.e. fi6e
ndiiios !f povedy in mountainous regions and me

In such onditions, the CrEck State popagandizes dar Ponak ee
rcetully oNensd gr dsons of Alexander rhc Grqt s, Cr€k
.dcios inreorer rhe PoDak taditiotrs of curiilg the round bread into
pi@s and ot puting cros-shaped iron bais to windows 6 remiliscdt

rhen chrhtim tim6. Funnermore, some scientisrs make tes6 ro prove $at
s crry Creek dd noiTurk sh bood5

n1.ion, rlo cek hws roy bc broughr to

lr* ea .didem.d by rhe Eurcrr communiry coon or Jusic on l0 May
, .g do.309/!7). nenber ol rhe M

liyiDs in warn T]ltu , m rwf of rh[ siiurion s&o ly, an. 19 or &e
cilia$hip r* Go.3370/r93!) {ipuhEs .hd \vn{ ! ts^on ot noi{€k

bdio! oi rhnog, 6* PeMn my b
iioD cdk .iihshiD" bv :dminnr6r& d{@. * r INlr or *hicb

1990 HUIM Rishls Repon{rl3e hs hid |hn 6 $y rbour An.L9: '(In

) .x c is udarihriod rd des ior o.ur. exeD' r $e fom ol e
ibrive d4d oi $o lds or.iriziship by nondh.E Greks lpp 13-10). Fd!

h6 ben abadon.n by cs*

' ' ' " ' J t r ! ' { 4 / i n a E L l ' , e d
Hdi or Publqros. o3d. p



A. r re.ulr or rlr rhk, Turkrh c.Bcrou'n6r among drr Po
bEcoms strorger. Inded. during my interyiows ulh rhem in Wdtm Thr
in 1935. Ponr*s bad this !o say about bci4 former Chrktians :'If il3
cnromans who for.etully convden us b klm, may thcm.4t tn boll
{in Tu*ish I ^' r crrde )drrldr); but otherwhe if we beme Musli
\ n  L rL ' r l j .  ! e  de  t roq l i  r f  a ' \ . 1 . * :  I  Tu rk i . h  : , 4ea t  dz !

2 Unlike de lurks in W6rern Thraca, Pomats .nd GWsi* do
have a kin{tate *ho dcfends Lhe iniernrtionally guarante€n riShN of
Muslin minoiry and Turkey does ir for all ofihem.

3. Nueeri.rlly. Turk mke up rhe main.lement ol$e minority
rc mu.h be@r offsonooically. They ah. have. as rhe nling ethlic
in rhe Onoman Empift, a nore brilliam pan in Erns of l.nglage, .ultore
hki.ry. Thcrefore. rhe Turkish identny ddfinirely relrEscnt an elcmes
prsriee. and.!cn of utward mobiliry dmong $e minoity.

4. ln sulh a setin8, thc Greek policy ol identiiing tne minoriF
'Muslim . insead ol Turkhh, rcsulB in abolishiDg any po*'ble I
id.ntity ditrerences betwesn Turk, Pomats and Gypsies From thh point
appdrs ro be thc basic probl.m ofG.eek sDrhorirics, *c can go back ro

fte h Jd rna "".0n *rJ Pom"l. dennl rh m r''e. d I-
'  r h -  r1  dd  6 r .  opp -a :e i  11 r ' y  i .  Mu . . l  .  L ' i k  rhe  opp r
majorny is onhodoi Chrhrhn. The orher rqsons are only seco.dary;

.B€ard r .ir Feg ning.r ' a pr|fl. fi! rel.3i .f fi. oPpr
minoity luppoii is narioml idcnrity. and even heomes ideitified wi
laner when Ine opprBsing najoriiy k olr ifttrent religion. Of couse,
situariorher. is all6dsore sc.entuatd hy:

Hiin +vusslu iq biiciis rhos p

7 ra-- D,rt r-" 0.l"b.dy " "inhs), hhnrul. Aroq hblishiis HoE,

a) The hktorical honility heMeen rhe Turks and the Crers
Hercutes Mill6. a nmbcr of ktanbuL Clek (RM) Binority now livi
Atbens and m importdl sp*i!li$ on human problsms in Tu.c
' -  d .  t u  ' r  . .  d !  us  , i  h r  oook  o r  r  e  u . l q i  r l  muJ  l t o rg f l t h

b) Tte r.cr rhat ln@ i
mically, lie Dinorhy meft

Bulgdrn s.hooh $e m'n

I! Buledia (populalion: i
mhority. ne Turks re al
ard lnc Gwsis aboul lhcl

Unlil ft@tly, Turkish idr
Perhaps &e hain rason t

In onclusion, besuse
usn6s mobg the erhnic

ired mmECA o(cured h
eDoriry fiNr 4 ButS&i

'during rhrch boft tne fir



ks won dek ndiunallonscnu\ne$ by nghrng againn
{k and d,e T!*s pon $flr by fiShr ng dg,inn rhe

b) lhe fad $at $ere is a
onically, de minoriry menbds

In conclusio4 baause of rhe nEnrioned redons the Turkhh
'ousnc$ amona rhe erhnically nonTurkkh minoriry membe( in

rsrn Thrace is perhaps much $rongerrhatr rhdrme cor$iousnds among

I. Buleeia {popularion: abou!
h mmorjry. ne Turks re ahour

10 million), fiere k a significanr
300.900 000. lhe Podrks ,bou. 30O.

.m0 dd de CtT\ 6 aboui 'he sane

Until r4ently. Turkish ideiity among this ninoriry pd nor very
g. Prhaps rhe brin rason behind Inis was lne Exrene diliolry ro
r a*imildion policies ina rigid @mnrnkr regihe. The BulA&io resine
gndually decreaed tie Turkjsh cdurses. and rhen fina1ty abotishen lneh

971. nrh poricy may have been wetconc by sone in lhe ltue of rl* fact
in Bulgarian schools &e minoriry ftdens have had ro sr6rc wirn

rd dd Russjan in Cyrillir and wirb Etrgtish. Frcnch md Toikish in
iohahd.,l.o re Aral.r- i fi ". rcn. drenoeJ f !4e re gro_, c 416

ell. Tha. rude-B .oon be8rn r.\1'ns I e frrfl. in B-tgdan
mixed satriags occunel. Ir rhe memwhiLe, th. regine idenrified rhe

(h  minn  ry  r ' r  e  Bu lgd . "n  rve .  {  ru ' rh  ongrn .  f id  r (
d i l n  T t rL .  "nd  f  , l l J  ̂  B .  rd i J  v  .  'm \  I n  rhep . ' i . d  t o8 )  84 .

Hoqevd. a policy dar Presidenr Jivkovdect.ren tare 1934 oded rhis
asimilatio! proce$. Jiv*ov, pobably frighrened by $e hi8h binn raie
e Turknh populnion, had sancd Ine unbeiievabto nbe chansing
aign' during which botn rhe in( and rhe la$ nanes of rhe minonty *ere
le repL.ed br B-rsdBn o-e. T '. po '.\ d .n y e dei rrh rhe rJl
lJr 'and ol de regimer re lo.o InTen he Tu'tq rJ inirde

i2ed distance witiin rhs framework .f Nario.al Libcrarion Movenenr



or ftrks ofBulgrb' durilg the sunmer of 19853. This orgdiznion s
violed rdislance, exploding bonbs herc od dere. During
domNtnioN in May 1939, soms Turks were shot d€d by s*urity
(2 iD vd4 2 in Ragrad, s in sunnu). Afier 2500 minority intu
rere erpeuen in June 1989, dre govehmst bega ssding convoys of p

How did &is pa$ive minorjty
Fiftt. rhe role oldialetis strikG one
ractel *hen he had to pay 20 leva
boause hs f*$d rhe reAime betore
Atimilarion w$r so fd4 r^ chsge fie

s artenrio! fie ninorily, trho had
G v*J heey fine) per Turkilh
198s, explodcd *hen dis policy

onnnle such an undnercd r6n

6rars rhd trill retum to o
ivaizatioN md tnis should

" A common rayi4 m

'ihe Baynalaluk w\tt 9l
tule lower over rhe mtr

rine hlmic nms rhile the ncr namcs liven ro rhcm rerc O.rh
.hn{'o nn6 fte G\r lhd Lhr r/J .crp4g- wenr { fd a b ch
rhe nds on ihe iomb son6 no doubi intc$ifiei lne relisous ra

However, &is explbation is insufficient. The unddliniq .
mishtbe tne fad tnatdeir ne6 (Ali, Osman, Oms, etc.) *er. ar de

Thal is to ray, sho we speah of elhnic conflid in Bulgaria, shat *e *i
is r relieiow @nflid de€p idide, This is al$ illustotcd by rhe hd rhar,
ihe fall of Jivkov on l0 Novemb* 1939, evsrybody begm sending
childen to de Coreic 6urss md $ded ordering religiotrs booK
Turkey. The fiNt publication !o arrivs from rhis country w6lhe Cal
of Pnyer Tim6 Abroad^ published by thc Turkish Dirdory of Reli

Now k u. an\ider rhe Pnn*, in Bulgaii, The Tu*ish id
Mong rhem is nuch wsler phen compared witn rhe Pomrls in Greee.
significbt that bein3 ..lled Pomal h nor m isul here. Somc of
Pom*s In Bulgdk do nor denrb rhem{ha d TLiL A gran numb

be,& of 'he pffioG trJrm brlm.e.rae{eNonof hr o,sr',nd.

'hr rc r!r,k n M! h loo0 cdrh.

prd). tu rrco br'Iu qdu.li.,

F p ' ! g '  ' o r  o n t  r u 4 ! b d r  ! l ' ! o n ' r n h - . a n J , ,  r  B ' l a x ' u , 6  6 e l l  I



rhem cDt leu *ho they de and some idenriry temselvc

an idology dohesion is dead, and the nN$ ,iU
idslogy of cohesion thar they had never forgonen
6\d Revente ol rhe God is aksdy ahar all rhe

One .esn for this diffcrcncc is probably the fad 6Et Pomal
luglage is a dialecl of the Bulgdian Hosever, since Ponalc @ devout
Muslins, the fad that rhe Muslim religious insitorton in Bulgaria
(rq;tnrt lrt) losl mo( dr its power over $e Muslim onmDnity during rhe
@frnunisr regime is also very imponant indced.

The nme cheging cahpai8n atleded Pomaks ale. It h even
on€d $allhe 6lst rerction 1o lne cm|jaign cme fron rhe Poma* yorth.
h intefliw, Mr. Ki2rm Memit, consultant ro rhe Bulgarian Minktry of
uldro- fo' T. tij iun6 r'ld mr 'hr $ P. m"L .hcllen \eD mu"h
ing de lar rBo ytu, for lsrning T. nh T'el rhoughr rhd so houK
\*l o Tu'1..h ,"( in.uffr,enr "f,d , . r6ren ddrisr ir. The) 6ked fo'

ivare Tur*ish cous6 dd $reatend! $e auth.rities of the Rieh6 dd
ibra e\ P"aJ. lne Pan) of rhe I-.l rlH 'old, 'o dde a ke) po,irion in

lbmflr. cJ,qg 
'If you 'i n .ul. il i \u. i n w. Lil nor \o'e lo'

rl A .onmon saying mone dc Pondks h: BulgariaN rmk ou.
guage, but we didr r give our r.ligioD I $ink thn eying suns up $e

The adtnrtrlrt will prohahLy ser slronsdr undn de new iegime dd
morc power over lne minorhy Funhermore, rhere are mo.e rhln 300
6tat6 dat sill r@m to rhe Muslim relisious tirdations tu a result of
rivatizatioG and rhis sbould make lhe Adtur.t /rt $ro4er. Ar Llre end of
. rhh rclisious insitltion didn r even have a vchicle ot ils ost and de
t t  B o ) a u j a  @ d  n e  I r r v e l k . l " l  . " . " .  r . u l J n d F )  r o r $ .

In rhis proc6s, not only ofricial hlam, but also heterodox rsram
gd st(ngs in de shon dn for Ine following reasons :

2. An upsurae dl Onhodor religioi amoig Bulgarims willharen rhe
procss anong Bulgriar Mudims.



ttr 
u*n oo'

3. The develoDmd of capiialkn vill inevitably disturb the in@ne
dkhihution ud riu hit lhe lower niddle clas. The rising inllalion *iU

wosen the siruation dd push ihe impoverished m65es rowards de religion

MACEDONIA

Tne siNaiion in Macenonia is urmDletlv differed onc4n$g the

rel.rio4hip between Turki5h and lvuslin ldenritics'

fie DoDulation ol Macedonia is 2.240 000. AcFdi4 to l99l

otricial fior6. l.3l5.0oo are onhodox Macalonians, and lhc Mtr\lins &e

conoosiof 4I0.OOO Albeians, 93 000 Turks and 35 000 ClTsi* fivc i'

ren ;ousand of rhich can sDeak Turkish and identilv ihsnselvs 6 Turkish
Howeve!, the thkd lfg6t Muslim minoritv is not thc Gypsv onmDnnv tut

dre Torb6h populalion, i devout Munin .ormunny regNer4 6
Mxcen nim because deir norhcr ronsue h rhe MacedonEn

The sioated ilgure of rhe T.rbq\h populaion is bdsesn 15 000 md

IO0.0OO. According o one opinion, Torbesh G $e mme gilen 10

Macedonim PoFak, acordiie ro another opinion it\ the nme g'ven to lne

Slavic Muslins in M&edonia, and according to a tnnd t6is dF Torb6h aie

the deendmb of Turk who came to the regiotr before rhc ottonm period

Before studyi4 rhis lidle knoun pople- I {a firsr t' dncu$ rh'

relationship bet*een n.lion.l identiies and klan in Mac.nonia'

As will be sen lros rhe population fis!4 given above' $e nos

imDodant nindrhv in tiis Balka! county ate lot rle Turks ,s h the c6e in

G@ce aod Buledia, but rhs Albanians. This PeoDle who bovcofted thc

mDulaion census in l99l and *ho claim b he about ?00 000 held in

itlrcedonia a posirion sinihr b ths Turks in Bulgaria and speciallv in

Greee : Thev dc idendned rnh lslam. Ind*d- Tlrks lile under the shtdow
of Alhmids *ho prodaimed in rhe last ele.tion cmpaign dd Tniks were

lhe 6nnon enmy of bolh Albmians and Maerlonians Turks are subj*t ro

asimilation by tne albanians and ihh $reai h ladicularly valid for those
*ho inrerndy widl ine Albmians

'I can kill ten Tu.l6lor one M.cedoni.n. because it h $e Ottonans
who leii us u ddeveloped! whar is te ider behind dh Albsian savmg
qdokn by rne Macedonian Turks fn)n tbe high r.hool memories ot re

Acording ro MacedoDi
@nplddy eliminate lhc OnaD
identiry amon! tne Atbdi@. 1
beusc in dis country Muslin
lne ntddle aced Atb i@, at te
followi4 phlde ro uke an or

Mrcedonian Tlrks, wh(
culture ad always mainrrined a
highly awde of rhis situalion, a
published inmeniady befdre fi
MBlin. AU is wett. Howevsr, i
nix rcligiour mafred !o our nar
is abole evcryrhing. Individuatl
MNlim bur fi6r ofalt my ident

e saneposnion. (,,,) one rhinl
te. Noding can chaieedn, ne

Albanians ako donmaie
oredizarion of Mrcodonian M
6mpris6 26 AlbeiaN, 4 Tlrk
deutive hody of ihe orgmizad

Betore I @nclude ded
lbanian consciousne$ and kl
ould ako nore lnar onhod
inilale! by tie Macedoniaos.
t Muslifr Albanians are nario

,tll (nlwsp,pd h ru*:sh put



Acordi4 io Ma.edonian Turks, lnis saying ieveah tho dstre to
npGtely eliminaie tne ol&mu idedity in order to develop lne Albanim
nri.! dong rhe Albd;n. Th e p drr.. n seem. ro \e *e ."n.fl one,
u - LfF ^un ry v \ im ,nd O'. mAn denuua de renr.cal dong
middle dAed Albmin\ r ltu.' r ' .n{. ?. ma ) A blnirn: irll ule rhe

lo*ing phr6e lo take an oath : I sw.m by .he fairh of my Turkish

Macdlonian Tlrlq, rho have aLways erp.riencd a lively mrion.l
Nre rnd alwrys mrintiren a close luLttrrnl relationshi0 with Turkey, are

l rd "dco f rh r  i r u r :  n  rq : r '  r J  i f ,  r  . ,  F  hJ  v r .  \ 4b1  Yu \u r
lishcd immediat.ly bcrorc rhc ccrsus ol l99l We are Turkish, we re
lim. All h wcll. Ho*ever, in ofiicirl o.casn,ns likc rhis, one shoul,l not

our national idenriry Belause. our ndional idenriry
rbove everything. Individuals liom oth* td,tles \ay r Well, I am a

lm  b .  f i '  r  o f  d  l  m)  ' den  ' )  L '  -  ' :  r  "n .  we  .hou rd  dde t rd
@e Nsit'o.. ( ) (lne thin8 n obvi',us Evcry man derermin* his own
. Notlin8 can chan8e rhis. neiderihe relisbus relutionsj lor tie madage

Albanians aho doninare dre Mrcedonian Glamic Urion. rhe religiols
izdion of Macedonian Muslims The Asenbly of lne organEat'on
' \. :6 Al\rnir' .. a | .1. I Lrls lnd I Clp\y. The Mr.rrr@. lne
r i . !  bo ' l r  o r rhe  o4antd ion  .n  to  cJ . r  L2  A lbsk- . .  )  fo .b6h,

Bctbrc I conclude rhe dis.u$nJr regarding the relationship b{w@n
ian conscio0snc$ and klam aid Bo .tru the lase of lhe Torb6h, I

. \  _ "  | } | ,  Or  .dv  { . -  r .n  o r ' . r  Yug.Jd  a  r .
ild'en fj d r Vaelli:rn. rhe , roa^ dnd lnt
Mus im Albani.ns rre nariomlnt

'levout Muslrms disringuished by theii iemdkable
like rhe Pomak\ in Greece and Bulgaria. Horever,
bcing ̂simiht{L by r}one. At prEsent time. ihe
bq$ tu prev.nr rlrcn liim joining the ranks of the



Alboims or de Tu.*s. Fo! insrrnce, in rhe pon+ommunist cE rher€
L\dusdds ol worten re being dhmhsen bsause of the adnomic crisk, rbe
Macedonid auihoririB require fmh the Torbesh who leapply ror
employmcnt a signed docume $4ing drar $en identiry is MrsliD and
nothiry else. Morover, $e $are ha\ enablished an orgmizalioD under lhe
nme of The CultuE dd Science Ccnrsr of M&edonian M$lins' Tte
nono of de Cenicr is remirhcent of thd Greek policy oncaning $e
Pomak: Torbgh are local C@lle. i.e.. Macedoniansi hlt $e Onomas
convened 6em foretully . Ths Canrer has o.ly 50 meshds. 16 cbairman,
Mr. Niyei Limanovski camor 3o out withour police pr
Torbesh beat hin onca lb. being a na'lor.

Therefore, onc should interpret ihis 'capabilny of being dsimilated
a\ r prcpeGiry b ho AsiBilrted by de lar36r Muslim comnunily, It is
claimed dar the Torb6h identified demselv* widodr ex.eption 6 Turk(h
unrillnelimedre Ononans left the r€ioD m a result of the Fn( Balkan wa!
in 1912. Some ofrhis psple no* identify rhemselvs as Muslims only, while
so me d6cribe d emselv* more aid more as Alhanilns, od sone say $ey .re

sDg84td tnr€ hou( a wek o1
rheD why rhey wbt rhe corsB
l@guage. The Torb6n r.plis
estg.ared to Au$mlia mnot q
goba Macldonian schmll"

I interyiewed some ihpona nenhcrs ofrhis las group in Kitchevo
oorknh nDe Kftaova). X k norero(hy rhd altough they cannor spe.t
Turkish, rhey clain lnar $ei anc6lfs came liom Konya before the Onone
pcriod. Thsir moder ongue h Maccdonian I dked rhem *hy rhey can
spsk Turkish if drey de Turks. They reDlierl : 'Our schooh *{e clos
down aier Ine Orobds wirhdrew, and 600 ol trs *ho tskted this poli
*ere killed. The.efore, we begai to sceak Ma.edonian to avoid oppre$io

H o " e . e r . r h . s p o o e d e  f L $ | " , J h d J r c l a r  l u ' l \ h  n i . o u
de Kirchcvo branch ol ihe Turkish Denocmti. Pady (TDP), rhe poiib
olga1.&r'n- t he Tu'i. .n M&d.nrrro. rhcr de-:n'ld hr fi. d,c4i
language of$eir.hildren be Turkish iNead of Macedonian. Thc aDtholi

to TDP wN forel r 1990 0d louD
sdftenns r Kthevo i is rePonen rh
opfiingspahbyMl

ld uiddsrid. Ihtr rENhrion k dplrir

The Torbqh that I int
open Tuikish dN6 lhey wil
Turkey. rhey acrually did sd

'I. unde(iene!, who li
demald ny child (rhe nme)

I aked $en rhe follos
eould you prefer to ler from
r.ligion or a ischd ro ech yo
upon ny insisimce, t]jey said tl
clildren should bc educded. Th
hy ouaelv$ but *e carnot lean

xosovo

Thcre are only 12.0001
e Albanian. fie raipro.al p.l
eIslM in Macedonir is even r

l� The Albanian mani
lurally has a mu.h higger!im

The Fmily Name Law
is period. am*ation of Alha
. $ale autholitis considered
ch d*eloped among Turks y
rhe ara. In such an atmosp
biu sur6x befole tievnch),

ibility of amexation ol Alb



*'ed rhre hoss I lel o etr,\e Turtir cou^e dDd ,.ror@Iy aked
.:1, *l:,ll d: -,1:. l1n ru,{!h . re $.y ca;nor !/{ md

suage Tlle Tdbsh reptied : "fie children of the 
-Maced;,Ias 

whorgr }d 'u Au!r, Jir, tu f,o \ttu, Va ed. nBn eirher , \ur nernhet*. rheJ

rord me ftar if lhe aulhoriiiB don t
hrrger srike. Aticr hy rerurn to

srw i Pennoi iarm signed by 262

. und+rgndl vho t te r , c .', -.. . \,, .ad, y oe trre hd I

I : J J - . * n c ' e | a n | u ' ( ' ' o A ' ' h . s ' ' h ! ' A : e \ | n

, ,  
I  - t . J_ f i eh  ue  to t t , ,w  rg  q . , . r  on  f !  \ d t r l e  ch , , i ce ,  qFM

i : -y : j ' l . l : l  
.  c" ,  t4-  ru . " \ .  d  .h ,m who qdrd . *h  

rn  D.
ro1  0 r  !  k rh '  ro .  d rh  v ,  |  1 i r .  .  T l  1  v  J  I nE  h .u td  \an r  bou .n  n y  d \ .  T . e .  d r q  \ d . J  r c . , , .  r , { , T r  t r , r d , .  "  i ; ; d " . . u . ,
renshould be ciNdci. Thde trc tors dfretig otr! books. we can tsrn i

ou^ . | \ s  hu r  ! e  l d ino r  ran l ! r t ^hhJ  ! , .< t \ { ,

' ,ere areodt t2.0OO Ttrfks
Albanian. Ths reiprocai posirion
lshm in Macedonia is even moie

. . r .  T 1 e  c t b " r l n  m " ' ' I . d  n , 1  , . t r m , o . . . a t r -  o r  t x r ra ly  na  a  m! .h  b rgar rd inenqon ]n  Kn! {u

The Fmily Nhe lds of t9.16 is . iumjiA poinr in rhh rqard. At
|€nm.dre;drcn ofAtbmiaio yugoslavia wa\ $i 

 

on the agenda, sorciF dxrh! 
,ri. 

{r d.'ed f, }. r. 4,0rn d Nri. nd iJrn,trJ c6 nor
r  0 " .  r00d :mong  Tm\ .  )a  c rd .an .qe .  ,  - on lo tn r  de . . r . d roD

, c  . ' r  fu , t , . .  lm i t r  - , . " ,  r "  . " r  ,l rd  i  n t r  b - io re  r . i . v i r . l j  DeLr f ,  . , r r  cn  A 1 ln i rn .  i t \  L  ,  r i r ,  $e

,  
I  p . . \ uEo . tdk .  $e  1 � r rL .  . J - r i r  r r  rqog , r cd  a re r  be. b r f )  o , r n  - t 4 ' i , ,  o t A  r , \ . r . h i  g " + L e . r r t r e , u r o n o m r  o r



Koevo inc.6ed afr{ 1974, the posirion of the Albania6 berme strongq
dd !oi' asimilalion ofrhe Turks bv the Albanians gamed mome(um.
Alboids used de Drse sitlation ro su*esl dar lne TurLs should si
wnn dle Albanids : You should send yoDr child 10 d Albanian sch
$ere is no univeaity in Turtish but in Albdian rhcre is He cm
employment more eaily. An hlamic disco$e *3s protusely uQn b cr
a w; inree: we de a I Vu"l'm h'.dea. .hs' h no nes fo' .Fmri
iot Turtish langu.8e', 'when *e arc ded. rhs imam will burv us, dd
inlldel will be buried by rhe prisi . or 'The intidel will cut up v.u and
sith rhe same knife . On tnE orher hand- the Albanians tere carenn

The Albrnianized Tui
lose' like docro6. tawyeG e
hd ften ciitdEn ro Tu.kirh
refer ro jo\e tnetr Turksh

frs€lvB o T!*s. They ie!
I crose m rheSosnians. On€

NCLUSION

ideniify rhe They' imige oot wid thc se'b' hut {hh thc lnfidcr Y | 'trfqingly iddtity lnem
the time they said all lhn, ie., befre 1939. Albanians sere anvth'n[

assimilatio. incr.$.d but its

F;sdy, rhe use of violen.e began in $d lield of 8du'rion.
Albanims boycone! rhc schook aid thd rhe Turkish DemocGtic

GDr . se pnlr'cJ o'gmrd'o l n. Ttr'k i1 Ko\n\u rc
cooperate, rhe Turkish nudent were bedei hy lh.n AlbanDn lii
k ihs . .n  o '  \ e \en 'een  \ ' v r_ ie  j nd  O 'J '  , i oo l  "  p ' i t r

Septenber 1991. When dese students he8m ro carry then books i
bags so that they @uld pretend nor Soing h school. Alhmian stDd
callins them Milosh , a nicbame lbr Mikxevitlh, te Sdhian l
lad;of lnc Turks in Kosvo, Mr Cenal Kriiezirl, told me tlui
wd a TDU candidarc lor theparliaseit. rhe pat s ol his daught
iiidds said to lnen childrenr 'Dont phy wilh Bahrive, b{ taoer
infidell Again, ihe same thcme: hlh.

Seondly, AlbbiaN boyconen the l99l cersls and usen
d o {  r i o  d i a n l  S o m e r w e n ) T u ' r " h . +  i h ' 1 d  ! f l ! i n r i

quit lnenjobs. TDU tied hard tu lind dev oics

2. Not only lhe dimclsnin oi thc
nitore dso tendsl io change Togelher
consciousnas, violent adios cPhcdl rhc

tr This hnily tum *hich dcn

sith rhe rise of thc Al
. L As I alrady poimd

M{edunr 

 

prolerb Th.

iriq of he hatonths ee s

KrirtsTunrl'sili thh lan nan.



The Albdianized Turks areEeicrally pople who hrve somsthing ro
lose' like dodoK, lawycB and civil senars. h is reported rhat they dont
send iheir children ro Turkish clars, rhar rhey speal Alb3nian at home ed
prefer to losc thcir Turkhh idenrity in order not ro lmse then jobs.
Pdicularly, i\oso are rhe Tulks havirg matriage lelationsiip *ith lhe

As lbr 6e T.rbsh id Kosovo. rhey aie cldarly frr fron onsidering
themselv* as Tdrks. Thcy re8krff Muslim in popularion census and ftey
l@l close to ihc Bosnians. One could *ell exped that in tne ned turure rhey
will incrssitrgly idemiry lhenselvA a\ AlbaDians

foNcLUsroN
L As I ak€dy poided our. the Ddioml idertny among the Turkish

Frinorni6 in the Balkans linds irs greaten support in klan, a illusl.ared by
Fn M&edolian prorerb : 'Tne lat one nJ enigrare is nlre Inam.' This is so
lc r , \e  lhe  'e i i s ion  or  be  mdo  ̂ , .o , f i . "n '  o rcou.e  $F p .n idu l i
ld under"el de Inll"ence of rhe Olom.n M'l/,t.\sem rhe 0auonal
F" " . . . r  " . . , ,_ ' i r , . . " ' .  -F f  r (J l )  h1 ' ' r ig i  -a , '1 ,n . ry .  no le \ . .

Fdu,eo'rhe p_a{.e of oppr6\inn rh( .. r;r. : rhe definir:on of the

f * " " .  
' i U . $ i . \ i u r i  n . . ( i r l l . .  r - L ,  h r  B d  t " n  m i n o ' i r i h

| | c'ear " d Bulsr; {hr. hr f-.! r. rh" ma:r .hnh elen.n'
I f t cJ ' ,1 . , . rmnrnu[ ) .uqu.e l . !m.  n" ru rc  l )  ds rmr |J€  rd  T . rh f i  f te

re,MdIm\
I 2. ltr Mrcedn- a atrd a|eflc l) hu:.\,' Blere rhe furks are nor lne
lgrr Mu l.T m'no'irr. l,lon tr '.. ro' rh drm'nanr mino'iry. Albanims

lii | '. I hFr rw ccF albznk . manit d. I.l.m lnd sonfl ra Jse

l(e 
'. asimihHheTurls ind 'heTnrhsh
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